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SDWF Annual Commemerative Gun Giveaway

Void where prohibited by law. Your presence or contribution not necessary to win. SDWF reserves the right to offer a cash settlement in lieu of the shotgun.

SDWF, P.O. Box 7075, Pierre, SD 57501 • 605-224-7524

Your chance to 
win a Golden Boy 
Henry .22 rifle.

$10 each

	 Win a replica of history, the Henry rifle won the west. The Golden Boy is 
a .22 rifle that features an American walnut stock, a gleaming brassline receiver, 
a brass buttplate, sporting sights and a 20-inch octagon barrel. 

Name_______________________

___________________________

Address_____________________

___________________________

City, State, Zip_ ______________

___________________________

Area Code + Phone____________

___________________________ 	

RAPID CITY -- Hunters have killed 7 mountain lions in 
western South Dakota since the lion hunting season began 
Thursday, November 1. 

John Kanta, regional wildlife supervisor for the South Dakota 
Department of Game, Fish and Parks, said a hunter brought 
in the seventh kill late Sunday. The 2-year-old female was 
killed in the Southern Hills near Pringle, he said. All of 
the cougars that have been killed so far have been female. 
Kanta said none of them appear to have lactated recently or 
to have kittens. He said he isn’t too surprised all of the kills 

Beautiful fall weather and a near-record ringneck population translated into 
a great day for hunters across South Dakota as they took to the fields for the 
first day of pheasant season.

In the northeast area of the state hunters enjoyed excellent weather and saw plenty 
of birds according to GFP Regional Game Manager Will Morlock of Watertown. 

“Overall, hunters are doing well,” Morlock said. “It’s been a great opener.”

Limits varied throughout the region. Morlock reported hunters bagging an av-
erage of 1.5 birds in Deuel County but getting limits in McPherson, Edmunds, 
Brown and Spink counties.

Morlock reported plenty of hunting parties in Watertown Friday night, but they 
easily spread out on Saturday into a large area of pheasant country. “There 
were no big concentrations of hunters,” he said.

If there was one drawback in the region it was the muddy cornfields. “There’s 
lots of corn standing,” Morlock said, “and the birds are in the cornfields. It’s 
really muddy and no one wants to walk those cornfields.”

There were few hunting violations in the northeast region. Morlock said the most 
serious was a hunter cited for reckless discharge of a weapon near a building.

There was a confirmed hunting accident in Clark County. Morlock said a hunter 
shot at a low-flying bird and hit his blocker in the face and hands. The victim 
was taken to a Watertown hospital with injuries that were not life threatening.

Hunting conditions were similar in the southeast portion of the state where hunters enjoyed good weather and saw plenty 
of birds. Hunters in that area were also hampered by muddy conditions.

Hunters Greeted by Great Weather, 
Plenty of Pheasants

Seven Mt. Lions Killed So Far - All Female
… Continued on page 7

Barb Amundson, of Minnesota was the lucky ticket drawn in 
SDWF’s “Rooster Special” Harley Davidson giveaway.

so far have been female, because the female-to-male ratio 
of cougars in the Hills is fairly high. But Kanta expects the 
female-to-male ratio of kills to end up closer to 50-50 by 
the end of the season, which would be similar to the two 
prior lion seasons. The season will end when 15 female 
lions have been killed or 35 total lions have been killed, 
whichever comes first. If neither quota is reached by Dec. 
31, the season automatically ends. It is mandatory for hunt-
ers to report lion kills within 24 hours. Each hunter may kill 
no more than one lion. 

1-888-OVERBAG
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We are very fortunate in South Dakota to have the avail-
ability of hunting grounds, thru South Dakota Game, Fish 
& Parks productions areas, South Dakota School & Public 
Lands and The Walk In areas among others. Hunting and 
fishing opportunities have been handed down generation 
to generations. 

Statistics show that youth getting into outdoor opportuni-
ties has been declining; fortunately South Dakota is not 
following the trend. To continue to buck the trend we need 
to start getting more youth involved in the outdoors. We 
have hunter education classes, which are doing a great job, 
but it’s not enough. 

One way is for affiliate clubs to hold Youth Sportsfests. I 
know of three right now, Watertown, Huron and Aberdeen 
that host some sort of Sportsfest. There may be others that 
I am not aware of. If you would like to sponsor an NRA 
Youth Sportsfest Camp, there are grants available from the 
Friends of the NRA, which can help defray expenses.

Aberdeen has just completed its 3rd Annual NRA Youth 
Sportsfest Camp. In the last three years they have averaged 
134 youth. A lot of these youth have never had an outdoor 
experience, other have. They all learn and try different 
outdoor activities such as .22 shoot, archery, muzzleloader, 
trap shooting, boating, fishing, trapping, firearm safety and 
hunting ethics.

Youth are our future, the more we can get involved in the 
outdoors, whether hunting, fishing, camping, hiking or 
conservation the better our heritage will continue. I believe 
that with our help they can preserve our heritage that has 
been carried on for generations.

So I’m asking all the affiliate clubs to set up a youth 
sportsfest or some sort of activity aimed at our children and 
grandchildren, if not volunteer at one that is already running 
and get youth from your community involved.

Carry on the tradition.

Wow, what a pheasant opener! Even though the wind blew 
gale force in some areas. From the reports I have heard, 
just about everywhere in eastern South Dakota hunters 
experienced some of the best hunting and bird numbers 
that rekindle stories and photos from our father’s and 
grandfather’s days. The phenomenal pheasant numbers 
are mostly due to CRP and government programs that pay 
producers to leave some of their land idle and allow them 
to maintain some habitat. As you read this, the Senate has 
already passed their version of the 07 Farm Bill and now 
will start into negotiations with the House to combine the 
two passed pieces of legislation.

My opening pheasant weekend is spent in Potter County 
on land owned by a very good friend of mine. It has re-
ally grown into a tradition that I look forward to more and 
more each year. The landowner’s son and usually at least 
two of his friends make their annual trip from Texas, along 
with about 15 others from across South Dakota. We spend 
Friday getting the farm ready, putting away equipment for 
the winter, throw in a little target practice, maybe sight-
ing in a deer rifle or two for the up-coming deer season. 
Early Friday evening we have a very special meal where 
everyone coming for the weekend usually creates their 
specialty and brings it along to share. I, as in past years, 
smoke some sausage and salsa stuffed deer loins wrapped 
in bacon until they are medium rare and you can actually 
cut them with your fork. Friday night is spent in the Legion 
of Gettysburg, donating money to their fundraising efforts 
to support youth baseball. It is about my 10th year coming 
to Gettysburg and you see the same friends and people year 
after year coming for their own tradition in South Dakota’s 
Pheasant Opener. 

I was invited to participate in the Annual Governor’s Pheas-
ant Hunt hosted usually the second weekend of the pheasant 
season. This was the 4th hunt that Governor Rounds had 
invited me to participate in and I must admit I was nervous, 

apprehensive and just humbled after what happened to me 
at last year’s hunt.

Some of you know, during last year’s Governor’s Pheasant 
Hunt I made the best shot of my life on a pheasant. It was 
coming with the gusty winds; it was flying high because it 
was a wild pheasant not a pen raised one. I lifted my trusty 
shotgun and fired one shot and the bird folded dead and 
fell about 10 feet from me. WOW! What a heck of a shot 
I was thinking as I walked over to where the dead “hen” 
laid. Yes, I said dead hen - not a beautiful colorful legal 
rooster, but a dead hen…

Wow, what a shot. I thought again too bad it wasn’t a 
rooster! Here I stand in front of my hunting party of people, 
a couple of the hunters I knew from Pierre, and many oth-
ers in the party I had just met the night before at dinner. I 
was thinking to myself what a great impression I am going 
to make the Executive Director of the SDWF shooting a 
hen… To say the least, I felt about one inch tall and wished 
I could have disappeared into thin air. 

I won’t bore you with too much more information. I turned 
myself into, at that time, GF&P Secretary John Cooper 
when I arrived back at hunt headquarters in Pierre. With 
all of the hustle and bustle going on at hunt headquarters 
we decided to have a Conservation Officer contact me the 
following Monday to take care of this problem. I was issued 
a ticket for illegal taking of a game animal and I paid my 
$94 fine to Tripp County as that was the area I was hunt-
ing therefore the fines go back to them. When my name 
appeared in the local paper for the violation and the fine I 
paid, it was not very long that the electronic blogs picked 
up on it and was crucifying me for poaching and a couple 
of larger newspapers in the state had thought they had a 
big story of me poaching. However, when the truth came 
out it wasn’t very newsworthy and many people could not 
believe that I had voluntarily turned myself in for shooting 
the hen. But then it was the “right” thing to do.

  President’s Column by Rieck Eske

  Executive Director’s Update by Chris Hesla
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PIERRE, S.D.—A 20-year veteran of the S.D. Game, Fish 
and Parks Department has been appointed as the new direc-
tor of the Wildlife Division.

GFP Secretary Jeff Vonk announced Monday that Tony 
Leif would lead the Wildlife Division. Leif, the division’s 
wildlife program administrator, replaces Doug Hansen who 
recently retired.

“Tony has a talent for taking on difficult situations and 
finding a resolution by communicating with stakeholders 
to create common-sense solutions,” Vonk said. “I look 
forward to working with Tony on the challenges that face 
the department.”

Leif began his career with the department in 1987 as a con-
servation officer based in Freeman. He worked as a wildlife 
biologist and senior wildlife biologist in Huron for 16 years 
where he was the department’s lead upland game biologist 
with the main focus of his work on pheasant management 
and research.

Leif moved to Pierre in 2004 where, in his role as wildlife 
program administrator, he directed statewide management 
and research of game animal populations and helped steer 
the department’s first mountain lion hunting season into 
place. 

“The Wildlife Division has a national reputation for the 
quality of its work with the state’s natural resources and it’s 
humbling to be chosen to lead that effort,” Leif said. “The 
division staff and the people of South Dakota are passion-
ate about our wildlife resources and I’m excited about the 
opportunity to work with all of them.”

A graduate of Huron High School, Leif earned a degree 
in wildlife and fisheries sciences from South Dakota State 
University in Brookings and a master’s degree in wildlife 
science from Texas Tech University. Leif and his wife, 
Kandee, have four children.

Leif Will Lead GFP Wildlife Division

Re-printed from Rapid City Journal

The Nature Conservancy has purchased a ranch on the edge 
of Conata Basin, the center of disputes in recent years over 
prairie dogs and endangered black-footed ferrets. 

The Nature Conservancy closed the deal last week with 
Wayne and Stacy White to buy 4,000 acres of the Whites’ 
deeded land about 10 miles east of Scenic on the southwest 
edge of Conata Basin, according to Bob Paulson, Black 
Hills Area program director for TNC. 

The purchase includes the Whites’ nearby grazing allot-
ments on the federally owned Buffalo Gap National Grass-
land, including some in Conata Basin. 

One area rancher decried the sale. 

“I think it’s kind of pathetic when a person is trying to make 
a living and has to sell his ranch to The Nature Conservancy 
because he is being encroached upon by prairie dogs on 
three sides and can’t make a living anymore,” Charles 
Kruse of Interior said Monday. “We lost a member of the 
community.” 

Paulson said The Nature Conservancy doesn’t seek out 
landowners. The Whites contacted The Nature Conservancy 
about purchasing the land, Paulson said Monday. 

“We’re interested because it’s one of the most complete 
prairie ecosystems out there, with bighorn sheep, the ferrets 
and swift fox, which have been reintroduced,” he said. 

Paulson said he wasn’t sure whether ferrets, swift fox and 
bighorn sheep are on the ranch’s deeded land just south 
of the old town of Imlay on S.D. Highway 44. But he said 
they are in the greater Conata Basin area. 

Paulson said The Nature Conservancy will continue to graze 
cattle on the ranch. He said The Nature Conservancy grazes 
cattle on its properties on the Great Plains because the land 
evolved with grazing. “It’s a very appropriate practice.” 

The ranch also is home to prairie dogs, he said. 

Conata Basin has been at the heart of arguments over prairie 
dogs among ranchers, environmentalists and the U.S. For-
est Service over much of the past decade. The Nebraska 
National Forest, based in Chadron, manages the Buffalo 
Gap National Grassland. 

Ranchers have complained that expanding prairie dog 
populations have encroached onto their private land and 
spread over their federal grazing allotments, ruining both 
for cattle grazing. They have pushed, with some success, 
for more poisoning of prairie dogs on both private and 
federal ground. 

Environmentalists have argued that more poisoning of 
prairie dogs will put at risk the endangered black-footed 
ferrets reintroduced into Conata Basin in the 1990s, as well 
as other species that depend on prairie dogs. 

Paulson said The Nature Conservancy didn’t buy the 
White ranch to kill prairie dogs but would abide by South 
Dakota law, which requires poisoning of prairie dogs to 
stop encroachment from private land onto neighboring 
private land. 

“We would be in contact with groups that keep track of 
prairie dogs, and if there are problems with the neighbors, 
we would certainly be a good neighbor and abide by the 
law,” Paulson said. 

Paulson said, although the ranch shows the stress of 
drought, the Whites have been good stewards of the land. 
“It is in great shape.” 

Paulson would not disclose the purchase price but said it did 
not exceed the ranch’s appraised value. Pennington County 
officials did not yet have a record of the sale. 

The Nature Conservancy will continue paying property 
taxes on the land. 

The Forest Service has traded land with private landown-
ers in the region to reduce private land interspersed with 
the federal land. 

Paulson said The Nature Conservancy doesn’t have a spe-
cific plan for a land exchange with the Forest Service, but 
it could be an option. 

“We’re confident this is the place we want to be working,” 
he said. “We’ll learn more about it as we go along. We 
definitely don’t have all the answers at this point.” 

Paulson said The Nature Conservancy also is talking with 
other landowners in the Conata Basin area who have con-
tacted the group.

Nature Conservancy Buys 
Conata Basin Area Ranch
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“Tatanka” - 20”x24” Mark Anderson

Holiday Gifts
Specials run through the end of January

(See order form on page 7)

“MULE DEER” John Wilson

“WHITETAIL” John Wilson

“PARTRIDGE” John Wilson

“BLACK HILLS ROYAL” Mark Anderson

“SOLITUDE” John Wilson

“PRAIRIE CHICKEN” John Wilson

“EVENING FLIGHT” Mark Anderson

“SHARPTAIL” John Wilson“On the Rocks”
2000 by Mark Anderson

“WALLEYES” Mark Anderson “SPRING RITUAL” John Moisan

“OAHE LUNKERS”  
1999 by Mark Anderson

“OPEN PLAINS” John Green

“LOOKING BACK” Mark Anderson

“DEEP SNOW” Mark Anderson

Prints
SPECIAL BONUS: When you purchase (3) prints, receive a 

prairie chicken paperweight FREE.
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“SDWF Gear Bag”

“SDWF Flashlight”

Laser engraved stainless steel glass and  
coffee mug, detachable lids, non spill

“Open Plains” Belt Buckle

“Spring Ritual” Belt Buckle

SDWF Gear

#179MB-Pheasant Hunt Mailbox Topper

#586K-Pheasant Keyhook

#702-Pheasant Napkin Holder 
(Copper Vein)

#757-Buck Candlewrap (black)

#458-Pheasant Candle 
Centerpiece

#462-SD Pheasant Candle 
Centerpiece

Candles

Gifts

Ornaments/Fan Pulls

#753-B -  Elk (rust)
#745 - 12” Pheasant Oval (black)

#756-B -  Pheasant (rust)

#755-B -  Bear (rust)

#752-B -  Moose (rust)#754-B -  Deer (rust) Laser cut metal
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South Dakota Wildlife Federation Donors

Level I Pheasant- $50-$99	 Henry Travers, SD	 Hank Highfield, IN	 Stan Wahl, SD	
Duane Divich, TX	 Ken Maloney, MI	 Tom Stanages, SD	 John Kelly, SD	
Jerry Nichols, IA	 Spencer Vaa, SD	 Karlton Nagel, NE	 Paul Loos, MI	
Joe Swenson, SD	 Dave Jacobson, SD	 David Bender, SD	 Pat Bowar, SD	
Vern Anthony, SD	 Jack Lilly, CO	 Bruce D. Johnson, SD	 Robert Elbe, WI	
John Morrison, NC	 Bill Streickland, SD	 Bankwest, SD	 Darrel Simon, SD
Charles Rokusek, SD	 Carl Kasischke, MI	 Dave Gilbert, SD	 Don Van Etten, SD
Michael Bonnet, IA 	 Bob Bell, MN	 Terry Bagaus, MN	 Jon Johnson, SD	
Greg Martinovich	 Michael Thomas, SD	 Jim Frybarger, NM	 Ken Cooper, MI
ME Christopherson, SC	 Jeffery Ketter, WI	 Roger Balster, SD        	 Kim Bevers, SD	
Brian Dressing, SD       	 John Griffin, OK	 CJ Pedersen, NC	 Gail Dieleman, MN            	
BN Butler, VA	 Vern Anthony, SD	 Mark Jensen, SD            	 John Larson, PA            	
HA Waldron, MA	 Robert Bathrick, MN	 Dan Goede, SD	 Dale Lian, ND	
Jerry Worsham, WA	 Robert Wolff, MN	 Lewis Dellinger, AR	 Norbert Ponto, SD	
James Fink, MN	 Larry Livingston, CO	 Bill Wernsmann, VA	 Louis Moody, VA	
Michael Marino, NY 	 Jim Fischer, IA            	 Irv Snyder, WI	 James Stengle, OR	
William Matousek, SD	 Stan Smith, AK	 HJ Marlow, SD           	 Al Sundstrom, WI	
Jim Putnam, AL           	 Bob Turner, IN              	 Rev. Jack Koch, MN	 Kurt Kraft, MI	
Neil Kelly, SD	 Larry Denison, VA	 Robert Kolze, IL	 James Schmidt, SD	
Wade Warner, SD	 Herb Whetstine, MN	 Darold Moody, SD	 Scott Underwood, SD	
J.E. Zajechowski, WI	 Bruce Ponto, SD	 Brian Burdick, MN	 Robert Lippincott, TX	
Todd Hemple, SD	 Kerry Parcel, SD	 David Melby, SD	 Robert Cloyd, SD
Mike Huss, IN	 Dave Larson, SD	 Todd Malachek, MN	 Kevin Bjordahl, SD	
Phil Elder, MN	 Bert Darling, KS	 Joe Conroy, MN	 Jim Levich, IA	
JR Schmidt, SD	 Arlie Klipstein, WI	 Patrick Smith, MI	 Duane Hatch, SD
Chester Nowaczyk, WI	 Donald Burton, CO	 Rodney Linton, IL	 John Ahrens, AK
William Smith IV, OH	 Jan Haukos, MN	 George Leser, FL	 Jim Dahlberg, SD
Bruce Scheurenbrand, CA	 Larry O’ Reilly, MO	 Gregg Styles, FL	 Tony Quail, SD
Edwin Anderson, SD	 Dennis Groffith, SD	 Clark Jensen, SD	 Doug Jones, SD
Fay Matsukage, CO	 3M Corporation	 Mark Brown, VA	 Dale Lian, ND	
Gary Garvey, OH	 Forrest Flint, MN	 Robert Metcalf, MN	 Dan Beil, IN
Hiddenwood Sportsmen’s Club, SD	 Dale Holm, SD	 Darrell Humphries, SD	 W. Allen White III, VA
Joseph Mooring, Jr., NC	 JB Hodgdon, KS	 Ron Arneson, SD	 Fred Wentland, WI
Howard Falker, MI	 Judith Radtke, SD	 Manny Buzzell, TN	 Harry Willmott, MN
Marlowe DePauw, SD	 Thomas Stanage, SD	 Kendall Burns, CA	 Myron Hagelstrom, MN	
Robert Koletzky, S	 Mike Cummings, SD	 Bruce Grassman, MN	 O Larry Miller, SD	
Warren Jackson, SD	 Gary Cowles, AL	 Randy Bury, SD	 Dana Ray, SD	
Jeff Zlonis, MN	 Mike Koranda, MN	 Land Tawney, MT	 David Manning, MN
Loren Becker, MN	 Jim Gilbert,  CA	 Dana Chamberlain, KS	 Orv Smidt, SD	
Dan Bell, IN	 Cecil Van Tuyl, TX	 James Ronfeldt, SD	 Jim Burma, Sr, SD	
Darnel Higgins, SD	 Allen B. Brown, SD	 Jim Walker, ID	 Mark Freese, SD
Orv Smidt, SD	 Douglas Constantini, MI	 Danial Redifer, MI	 K Lynn Paul, SD
Charles Gageby, SD	 Robert Ochocki, CA	 Melvin Larson, MN	 Jerald Pedersen, SD
Ronald Gebhart, AK	 John Paulson, MN	 John Nelson, MN	 Terry Sampson, SD
Dale Holm, SD	 David Fast, OH	 Edward Penick, AR	 Alan Hewitt, SD	
Greg Larson, SD	 Andrew O’Connell, MN	 Robert Kiesecoms, IL	 Glenn Lindroos, MN	
Bubba Weisenburger, MI	 Jack Carney, IL	 John Koutsky, IL	 John Eisenhauer, MO	
John Schmid, CO	 Tony Snaza, NY	 John Cooper, SD	 Robert Elsholtz, MN	
Terry Donelan, SD	 Ken Northrup, SD	 Terry Triebwasser, SD	 Larry Kern, SD
Mel Morris, SD	 Bill Tyler, SD	 Paul McCarlson, SD	 Earl Bohlen, SD
Steve Lowe, MI	 Phillip Pickart, SD	 Glenn Plumb, SD	 Roger Raethz, IL
Kurt Zuppke, MN	 Kirk Brown, CA	 Art Kraemer, WI	 Paul Martin, MN	
Ray Thomas, TN	 Doug Noteboom, SD	 Larry Ottenbacher, SD	 Phillip Wagner, SD	
Dave Allen, SD	 Murdean Olson, SD	 Kenneth Carroll, SD	 Denis Cumings,  SD	
Winter Bros. Underground, SD	 Larry Will, KS	 Howard Burns, SD	 Glen Bean, SD	
Fred Anderson, MN	 Mel Morris, MI	 Larry Tyson, MN	 Carl Madsen, SD	
Peter Prokop, MI	 Kim Bevers, SD	 Dr. Tom & Kris Ivey, SD	 Mike Dombroski, SD
John & Lorraine Clemens, MN	 Royce Madsen, SD	 Day Breitag, SD	 Glen Moravek, SD	
Stan Murphy, SD	 Orv Smidt, SD	 Gregg Styles, MI	 Roman Jungers II, WI	
Farmers State Bank, SD	 Brian Moberly, SD	 John Butterbrodt, MN	 Tom Roberts, SD	
Ron Sather, SD	 Andy Bertnolli, FL	 James Hellebusch, MO	 Ray Hoheisel, MN	
Gregg Hepper, SD	 Earle Crissman, SD	 Ron Rekstad, SD	 Lee Hennen, MN	
Frederick Eichmiller, WI	 Kevin Fuesrt, SD	 Billy Strickland, SD	 Thomas Raney, KS	
Walter Wolf, IL	 Landon B. Lane, NC	 Lee Jensen, SD	 Lewellyn Keller, MN	
Larry Gremminger, TX	 Stuart Oines, SD	 William Buckner II, AR	 Robert Simmet, MN	
Kent Fewell, MO	 Shawn Hall, WY	 Scott Breck, NE	 David Grove, CO	
Mr. & Mrs. HA Hetland, MN	 Tim Duncan, MN	 Duayne Madl	 Dan O’Keefe, MN	
Chester Garness, MN	 Alan Brevik, SD	 Richard Goodman, SD	 Mark Wismer, SD	
Wayne Muth, SD	 Bennie Boetel, SD	 Brian Aamlid, SD	 Merrill Heim, SD	
		  	 	
Level II Deer $100-$249	 Dennis Eckert, SD	 Rich Andresen, SD	 David Schubauer, SD 	
John Simpson, SD	 Larry Mette, SD	 John Dunham, IL	 Jerome Loucks, AZ 	
Gerald Mohs, ND	 Tim Walter, MN	 Kurt Forman, SD	 Troy Ryan, MN	
Dick Brown, SD	 Craig Frislie, SD	 Norm Neilan, SD	 Bob Schluter, MN	
John Donavan, SD                	 David Melby, MN	 Robert Bealka, WI	 Quentin Schultz, WI	
Harry Bell III, MS	 Doug Hix, ID	 Dave Jacobson, SD	 Mel Adams, TN	
Don Miller, MN	 Jerry Lulewicz, SD        	 Ken Schroeder, SD	 Harvey Welch, IL	
W. Harrold Boring, GA	 Harvey Malon, SD	 Jon Madland, SD	 Everett Buckner, AR	
Donald Sattler, SD	 Virgil Johnson, SD	 Fred Garland, SD	 Ken Greenwood, OK
Mark Butterdrodt, SD	 Robert Foxworthy, KY	 Carl Brakebush, WI 	 Larry Kieft, MI
Pat McGarry, SD	 Mark Widman, SD	 Terry Schupp, AZ	 Ron Island, SD	
Terry Mayes, SD	 Dan Jennings, SD	 George Heffron, CO	 John Kunze, MN
Rich Andresen, SD	 Donald Barton, KY	 Jarrod Johnson, SD	 William Hagen, MN
Carey Schave, SD	 David Eisenbeisz, CO	 Arnold Sattler, SD	 Fred C. Whiting, SD
Thomas Flesher III, OK	 Miles Gannon, IL	 Norm Buxcel, SD	 Robert Anderson, FL
Duane & Jane Seepaniak, SD	 Dean Fitzler, SD	 Jay Deboer, SD	 Ron Lindner, SD
John Dennis, NV	 Al Baker, MN	 Ron Harris, SD	 Patrick Lyons, SD	
Curt Bisgard, SD	 Gary Hoscheid, SD	 Tim Rainey, MN	 Carey Schave, SD	
Jim Schultz, TX	 Glen Stoller, CA	 William Mudd, KY	 Carl Hall, KY	
Brian Wiswall, SD	 Stuart Cambell, SD	 Andrew Anderson, GA	 Jerome Lulewicz, SD
Grasslake Conservation Club, SD	 Lynn A. Johnson, SD	 David Melby, MN	 Kurt Forman, SD
Stuart R Campbell, SD	 Cy Haatvedt, SD	 Bill Honeycutt, MO	 Craig Connell, SD
Loyal Messerschmidt, SD	 Dennis Darrington, SD	 John Dillon, UT	 Stephen J Wheeler, SD	
James LaMaack, CA	 Dan Roach, SD	 Steven Shoemaker, NE	 Ron Pesek, SD	
Paul Langston, AR	 Bob Lutz, ID	 Tom Fell, AL	 Gary Wald, SD	
Dale Wilms, CA	 Leigh McMasters, SD	 John Burrows, NV	 Pearl Baker, KY	
Joe Pauletto, Jr., WA	 Steve Block, WA 	 Daniel Huber, SC	 Roger Johnson, MN
Jeff Scherschlight, SD	 Kenton Eisenbeisz, SD	 David Seaver, MI	 Paul Erickson, SD	
Carl Brakebush, WI	 Howard Hanson, MN	 Roger Heedum, NE	 Larry Eisenbeisz, MN 	
Curt Tesch, SD	 Bill Meyers, SD	 Darell Johnson, SD	 Dan Lewis, MN	
David Nordby, CA	 Jerry & Mary Hay, WI	 John Dennis, NV	 Animal Medical, AL	
SD Chapter of NWTF, SD	 Gary Palmer, SD	 Chuck Clayton, SD	 Lelan Anderson, SD	
Robert Knode, MD	 	 	 			 

Level III Elk $250-$499	 C. Paul Vinatieri, SD	 Jan Nicolay, SD      	 Ken Fielder, SD	
29-90 Sportsmen’ s Club, SD	 Gary Huber, SD	 Herb McClellan, SD	 Frank Kocvara, NV	
Whitetails Unlimited, SD	 Karl O. Lee, SD	 Mike Finnegan, SD	 Darren Hampton, MN	
Brookings Wildlife Federation, SD	 Eric Johnson, MN	 Marlin Stammer, CA	 Jim Lemond, SD	
Yankton Area Pheasants Forever, SD	 G. John Gilbertson, MN	 Kevin Randall, SD 	 Mark Parr, SD	
Mike Myers, FL	 Ilo Vanderboom, SD	 Roger Steinberg, MN	 Rich Widman, SD	
Craig Stadtfeld, SD	 Chuck & Ginger Scalet, SD	 Kenneth Halstrom, SD	 Vic Toscano, SD
		
Level IV Buffalo $500-$999	 SD Walleyes Unlimited, SD	 James Worden II, MS	 Charles D. Hoffman, SD	
Sporteman’s Club or Brown Co.	 Jeff Albrecht, SD	 Richard Dillon, MN	 Jeff Olsen, SD	
Beadle Co. Sportsmans Club	 Dennis Hullinger, UT	 Harry Mansheim, SD

Level V Eagle - $1000 and above	Dakota Sportsmen Inc., SD	 High Plains Wildlife, SD	 Steve Roberts, MN	
John Chapman, PA	 Gary Seeley, KS	 Kenneth Michalek, WA

These tax-deductible contributions will speak volumes for the future of the SDWF’s Wildlife Legacy Council! Please consider your donation today.
Names in BOLD indicate that the Legacy Member has made their 2005 contribution to the SDWF Wildlife Legacy Council.

Names in ITALICS indicate that the Legacy Member has made their 2006 contribution to the SDWF Wildlife Legacy Council. 
Names in ARIAL indicate that the Legacy Member has made their 2007 contribution to the SDWF Wildlife Legacy Council

Contributors

At the recent Winter Board Meeting the SDWF Board created the SDWF Wildlife Legacy Council. The Council was 
created to allow recognition of the people who support SDWF above and beyond their membership and raffle donations.

Thank you to the following donors for their contributions to the SDWF. Please consider becoming a member of the    
Wildlife Legacy Council. SDWF is a 501(c3) non-profit, all donations are tax deductible.

TIPs Calls Lead 
to 151 Arrests
PIERRE, S.D.--Despite a change in the Turn In Poachers 
phone number, statistics show that South Dakotans still 
knew who to call when they wanted to report violations 
of wildlife laws.

In November of last year, the TIPs number changed to 1-
888-OVERBAG or 1-888-683-7224. That change didn’t 
seem to affect the use of the hotline. During the reporting 
period of July 1, 2006, to June 30, 2007, calls to the hotline 
prompted 498 investigations, 101 more than during the 
corresponding reporting period a year earlier.

“Changing the number sure didn’t slow down the calls to the 
TIPs line,” said Shon Eide, TIPs Coordinator for the S.D. 
Game, Fish and Parks Department. “With calls prompting 
almost 500 investigations, it’s easy to see that the public 
watches out for wildlife violations and that GFP takes those 
reports seriously.”

The investigations in the last reporting period led to 151 
arrests, $23,423 in fines and $29,100 in civil penalties. The 
arrests led to jail sentences totaling 623 days in jail with 
576 of those days suspended. People who called in wildlife 
violations to the TIPs line earned $6,900 in rewards.

With fall hunting seasons getting under way or starting 
soon, it’s important for citizens to be on the lookout for 
violations of the state’s wildlife laws. “Callers to the TIPs 
hotline can remain anonymous,” Eide said, “the important 
thing is that they call in if they suspect that the law is be-
ing broken.”

Since its inception in 1984, the Turn in Poachers program 
has resulted in:

• 8,137 investigations.
• 2,781 arrests.
• $524,868 in fines.
• $371,743 in civil penalties.
• 26,547 days in jail with 24,642 of those days suspended.
• 2,204 hours of community service.
• $103,340 in rewards paid.

Limits were common in Beadle, Aurora and Jerauld 
counties according to GFP Regional Game Manager Ron 
Schauer of Sioux Falls. In Brookings County hunters aver-
aged 1.5 to two birds. Further south, hunters were averag-
ing one bird each in Yankton, Union and Clay counties. 
Schauer said an exception in that area was Bon Homme 
County where 30 hunters had been checked and they had 
a total of 60 birds.

“Hunter attitudes were good,” Schauer said. “They were 
seeing birds.” The mood of hunters was good, Schauer 
noted, despite the less than ideal hunting conditions. “Hav-
ing a week of weather before opening day didn’t help.”

Schauer reported two hunting accidents in the region, both 
of them minor. One occurred near Mitchell and the other 
was near Iroquois. “That’s a relatively low number of ac-
cidents for opening day,” Schauer said, noting that hunters 
seem to be playing it safe in the fields. “They’re wearing 
lots of blaze orange, which we like to see.”

Reports from Game, Fish and Parks Department person-
nel in the field in the central portion of the state noted that 
hunters there averaged two birds each on opening day with 
some limits throughout the region. 

“Overall the weather was great and most hunters were get-
ting two to three birds,” according to GFP Regional Game 
Manager Andy Lindbloom of Fort Pierre. “Some of the 
unharvested crops made hunting a little more difficult, but 
there were lots of birds and plenty of opportunity.”

Two minor hunting accidents were reported in the region 
with most violations also minor including using lead shot 
on public land, trespassing and overbagging.

Hunters Greeted...        continued from page 1
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Add $5.00 per order for shipping, handling and tax.
SPECIAL BONUS: When you purchase (3) prints, receive a prairie chicken paperweight FREE.

Print Size 14” x 12”
___Evening Flight ($15.00)
___Mule Deer ($15.00)
___White Tail ($15.00)
___Looking Back ($15.00)
___Prairie Chicken ($15.00)
___Partridge ($15.00)
___Sharptail ($15.00)
___Deep Snow ($15.00)
___Black Hills Royal ($15.00)

Print Size 17” x 20”
___Open Plains ($15.00)
___Spring Ritual ($15.00)
___Solitude ($15.00)
___On The Rocks ($15.00)
___Oahe Lunkers ($15.00)
___Walleyes ($15.00)

Print Size 20” x 24”
___Tatanka ($49.95)/Medallion/Paperweight
___Prairie Chicken ($5.00)

Belt Buckles

___Open Plains ($6.00)
___Spring Ritual ($6.00)

Name____________________________________________________________

Address__________________________________________________________

City______________________________State_______ Zip_________-________

Daytime Phone: (____)_______________Amount Enclosed: $_______________

Method of payment:
____Check or Money Order (payable to SDWF)
____Visa/Mastercard - Card Number: ____________________Exp.:__________

Check your selections below. Mail completed order form and method of payment 
to: SDWF, PO Box 7075, Pierre, SD 57501. If you have any questions, please 
call Chris Hesla, Executive Director at (605) 224-7524.

Gear
___SDWF Gear Bag, Single Boot ($100.00)
___Double Boot Bag ($115.00)
___3-D Cell Aluminum Flashlight ($22.00)
___16 oz. Stainless steel glass ($9.95)
___14 oz. stainless steel coffee mug ($9.95)

Ornaments/Fan Pulls
___#745-12” Pheasant Oval (black) ($17.00)
___#753-B-Elk (rust) ($6.00)
___#754-B-Deer (rust) ($6.00)
___#752-B-Moose (rust) ($6.00)
___#756-B-Pheasant (rust)($6.00)
___#755-B-Bear (rust) ($6.00)

Candles
___#757-Buck Candlewrap (black) ($19.00)
___#462-SD Pheasant Candle Centerpiece 	
	 ($27.00)
___#458-Pheasant Candle Centerpiece 		
	 ($27.00)

Gifts
___#179MB-Pheasant Hunt Mailbox Topper 	
	 ($16.00)
___#586K-Pheasant Keyhook($16.00)
___#702-Pheasant Napkin Holder 		
	 (copper vein) ($17.00)

PIERRE, S.D.—Waterfowl hunters are reminded that if they use a boat dur-
ing their hunt they must follow boating safety and equipment regulations.

“The same regulations apply to all boaters,” said Curt Robertson, boat-
ing safety coordinator for the S.D. Game, Fish and Parks Department. “It 
doesn’t matter if you’re water-skiing or fishing or hunting, you have to 
play it safe and follow the regulations.”

Robertson offers these reminders about boating safety for waterfowl hunt-
ers planning their next excursion:

• Each hunter on board needs a life jacket, also known as a personal flota-
tion device. The life jacket must be properly sized for the wearer, readily 
accessible and in good condition. “Hunters may want to consider using a 
‘float coat,’ a U.S. Coast Guard-approved insulated parka that functions 
as a life jacket,” Robertson said. “According to statistics from the U.S. 
Coast Guard, more hunters die from hypothermia and drowning than from 
accidental gunshot wounds.”

• A Type IV throwable flotation device is also required if the boat is 16 
feet long or longer. 

• It’s typical for boats used for waterfowl hunting to be on the water before 
sunrise and after sunset. If the boat is on the water at those times, it needs 
navigation lights.

• Don’t overload the boat. Decoys, waders, guns, ammo and ammo boxes, 

dogs and heavy clothing can add considerable weight to the boat. Be sure 
to check the vessel’s capacity plate for maximum weight. 

• Put the life jacket on and keep it on. Wear it to and from the blind, with 
or without waders. “Even when hunting from shore without a boat, wear-
ing a life jacket is a good idea when setting out and picking up decoys 
because footing can be unstable,” Robertson said.

• Stay near the shore and avoid crossing large expanses of open water, 
especially in bad weather. 

• Before you depart, give someone your hunting plan. Your hunting plan 
should include information about where you are going and when you 
expect to return. When you get back, check in with that person to avoid 
unnecessary concern and possible search efforts. 

• Make sure the boat motor is in good running condition. This is particu-
larly important in colder weather.

• Check the local weather forecast before you go.

Bodies of water across South Dakota have special boating or boat motor 
restrictions that can have an impact on hunters. Those restrictions can be 
found on pages 40 and 41 of the 2007 edition of the S.D. Hunting and 
Trapping Handbook. The handbook is available from GFP regional of-
fices and from hunting license retailers or it can be downloaded from the 
department’s Web site at www.sdgfp.info.

Waterfowl Hunters Using Boats Must 
Heed Safety, Equipment Rules

SOUTH DAKOTA 
WALLEYES UNLIMITED

Annual Convention
January 18-20, 2008
Thunderstik Lodge -                             

 Chamberlain, South Dakota
Featuring:

Bruce “Doc” Samson - A retired medical doctor who 
specializes in education of high tech fishing, Doc has been a 
competitor in professional walleye tournaments for 20 years 
and a national champion in the MWC and RCL circuits plus 
4 PWT wins. Doc received the Professional Walleye Trail 
Norb Wallock Memorial Teaching Award for being the “Top 
PWT Teaching Pro” in 2004. Doc will be giving seminars 
during the convention on Mapping, Sonar and GPS.

Jim Randash - Jim is a South Dakota PWT winner, profes-
sional fisherman and 2 time national walleye champion who 
will speak about fishing on South Dakota lakes and rivers.

South Dakota Game Fish & Parks - Presentation of various 
topics including mercury contaminants in fish, fishing mortal-
ity at Hazeldon Lake, history of the Missouri River, and fish 
diseases and parasites.

Greg Wagner and Daryl Bauer - Greg and Daryl are 
from the Nebraska Game & Parks Commission and will be 
presenting Saturday evening following the dinner, using 
comedy to entertain and educate the audience about the great 
outdoors. Greg is featured regularly on TV and radio shows, 
including WNAX in Yankton.

Plus entertainment and a full day of women’s events!

To request a registration form, send your email to:                
info@sdwalleyesunlimited.org or call (605) 543-5290

(Forms will be mailed to all SDWU members in November)

For more information, visit our website at:                      
www.sdwalleyesunlimited.org

Don’t Miss It!
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Re-published from the Argus Leader, 			 
written by Tony Dean

Few things bother Steve Vanderbeek more than receiving 
letters from dissatisfied hunters who say they find no birds 
on Game Production Areas (GPA’s). 

Steve, a habitat biologist with the South Dakota Game, 
Fish & Parks Department in Sioux Falls, said, “I think the 
problem lies in hunters walking the grasslands on these 
areas at the start.” 

“Most of them hunt too fast and are often wearing clothes 

too heavy for the typical warm conditions. So, they spend 
a couple of hours, see no birds, and go home complaining,” 
Vanderbeek said. 

No birds? 

Not in that kind of cover at midday, says Vanderbeek. 
Hunters often tell him they think the birds are in nearby 
private land cornfields, which they can’t hunt because the 
three-day resident season is open only on public lands. 

During the typically warm weather of October and early No-
vember, the birds spend much time in the shade of the corn-
fields, so, they ask, why not plant cornfields on the GPA’s? 

That makes no sense to Vanderbeek who says there is al-
ready plenty of corn in eastern South Dakota. He suggests 
hunters change the time they hunt. Hunters should begin 
walking those grassy areas around 3 p.m. The same places 
that held no birds at the time of the noon opener will likely 
see their return. 

He also said the only times pheasants spend a lot of time 
in the standing corn is early in the season. Otherwise, in 
colder weather, they will feed there but return to warmer 
grass and brushy areas. He says it is the practice of habitat 
biologists to provide as much key cover, especially nesting 
cover on the GPA’s. 

“The key,” he says, “is to learn more about pheasant habits 
and behavior and then use that knowledge to hunt them in 
the right places at the right times.” And, when hunting that 
cover, the use of a good dog will pay off too.

Pheasants Are There If You Know The Tricks

PIERRE, S.D.—The opening day of pheasant season is a 
time to enjoy the outdoors and renew old acquaintances. 
However, all of the activity and excitement of the hunt 
shouldn’t be allowed to get in the way of safety.

“Hunters can’t let their enthusiasm for opening day cloud 
their better judgment,” said Curt Robertson, hunter safety 
program specialist for the S.D. Department of Game, Fish 
and Parks. “They need to practice safe hunting techniques 
at all times.”

To that end, Robertson offers a list of Top 10 safety points 
that hunters should always keep in mind. They include:

• Watch that muzzle!  Keep it pointed in a safe direction 
at all times 

• Treat every firearm with the respect due a loaded gun. 
It might be loaded, even though you think it isn’t. 

• Be sure of the target and what is in front of it and be-
yond it. Know the identifying features of the game you 
hunt. Know the location of all your hunting partners 
at all times. 

• Keep your finger outside and alongside the trigger guard 
until you are ready to shoot.  This is the best way to 
prevent an accidental discharge. 

Hunters Must Practice Safety First
• Check your barrel and ammunition. Make sure the barrel 

and action are free of obstructions and carry only the 
proper ammunition for your firearm. 

• Unload firearms when not in use. Leave actions open; 
carry firearms in cases and unloaded to and from the 
shooting area. Unload firearms before you enter a 
vehicle and leave the action open. 

• Wear blaze orange hats, shooting glasses and hearing 
protection. Keep yourself safe as well as others. 

• Don’t run, jump or climb with a loaded firearm. Unload 
firearms before crossing fences or jumping a ditch. 

• Stay straight to shoot straight. Shun alcoholic bever-
ages before and during the hunt. Also avoid mind- or 
behavior-altering medicines or drugs. 

• You are responsible! When you discharge a firearm, 
you are responsible for the results. When in doubt, 
don’t shoot. 

GFP brood counts indicate a near record pheasant popula-
tion in South Dakota this year. “There are plenty of pheas-
ants out there,” Robertson said, “so be patient and always 
take the safe shot.”

Sunset Marks End of Shooting Hours
PIERRE, S.D.—For hunters, it can be tough to see a good day in the field come to an end. However, when the sun sets, 
it’s time to pack it in.

“Hunters need to remember that shooting hours stop at sunset for waterfowl and small game hunting,” said Marty Pennock, 
a regional law enforcement specialist for the S.D. Game, Fish and Parks Department. “This is a particularly important 
regulation for these hunters as the chance of an accident increases as darkness falls.”

At dusk it can be tough to judge when the sun has actually set, but Pennock reminds hunters that in order to be in com-
pliance with the law, they should wear a watch and have a copy of the 2007 edition of the GFP Hunting and Trapping 
Handbook.

“The sunrise-sunset schedule at the back of the handbook offers hunters a good reference for judging when shooting hours 
are ending at the location where they’re hunting in the state,” Pennock said. “It’s always best to stop a little early to stay in 
compliance with the law and to have a little light left to help you make your way back to your vehicle safely.”
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