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SDWF Annual Commemerative Gun Giveaway

Void where prohibited by law. Your presence or contribution not necessary to win. SDWF reserves the right to offer a cash settlement in lieu of the shotgun.

SDWF, P.O. Box 7075, Pierre, SD 57501 • 605-224-7524

Your chance to
win a Golden Boy
Henry .22 rifle.

$10
each

Win a replica of history, the Henry rifle won the west. The Golden Boy is
a .22 rifle that features an American walnut stock, a gleaming brassline receiver,
a brass buttplate, sporting sights and a 20-inch octagon barrel.

Name______________________

__________________________

Address ____________________

__________________________

City, State, Zip ______________
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Area Code + Phone___________

__________________________
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The reauthorization of the 2007 Farm Bill will
be the most important piece of conservation leg-
islation this year. Not only does it benefit mul-
tiple conservation objectives, but it works to
sustain America’s rural economy and improves
our quality of life through clean water, clean air
and healthy places to live.

More than 40 hunting, fishing and conservation
organizations, representing millions of outdoor
enthusiasts, agree that the conservation programs
of the Farm Bill represent a tremendous oppor-
tunity to deliver fish and wildlife conservation.
For the 2007 reauthorization, the challenge is to
ensure a higher level of integration of fish and
wildlife benefits into all conservation programs
that continue to benefit our natural resources and
provide societal benefits that improve quality
of life for Americans.

The following conservation focus areas describe
successes achieved through Farm Bill conser-
vation programs across our nation’s diverse ru-
ral landscapes and offer ways the enclosed “Con-
servation Priorities” can be applied to improve fish and
wildlife and facilitate rural economic gains for future gen-
erations.

Conserving Wildlife

What’s good for wildlife is also good for our citizens. By
restoring degraded lands and waters, cleaning the air and
conserving quality wildlife habitat we’re also creating op-
portunities to enjoy the great outdoors. Here are a few Farm
Bill success stories:

• Five billion dollars a year for improved soil, water and
wildlife resources on 2.1 million farms.

• Conserved more than 40 million acres of important habi-
tat for quail, pheasant, prairie grouse and waterfowl, which
in turn, enhance our rural economies.

• Restored hundreds of thousands of wetlands and upland
habitats that serve as natural filters to improve water qual-
ity and abate flood waters.

• Improved habitat for many declining grassland-dependent
wildlife; helping reduce threats identified in state wildlife
action plans that may preclude the need for federal threat-
ened or endangered species listings.

• Restored and improved habitat for wildlife of all sizes from
farmer-friendly pollinators, bog turtles and bats to black-
tailed prairie dog, river otter and Sonoran pronghorn.

• Seventy-nine million hunters and wildlife viewers con-
tribute $77.5 billion annually to the U.S. economy.

Challenge: The 2007 Farm Bill must continue its success-
ful voluntary, incentive-based approach and provide the
needed authorized funding levels to all qualified farmers,
ranchers and forest owners that wish to participate in these
successful conservation programs.

Sustaining Forests

Private forest owners, many of whom are also farmers and
ranchers, are faced with increasing challenges as land prices
and development pressures rise; markets for their products
go overseas; and insects, disease, and wildfires threaten their
livelihood. The Farm Bill, with its focus on helping rural
landowners stay on the land, produces benefits for all citi-
zens, and provides tools to overcome these challenges. Here
are a few Farm Bill success stories:

• Improved fish and wildlife habitat through forest steward-

...Continued on page 5

Fish, Wildlife and the Farm Bill

PH
O

T
O
 B

Y
 S

D
 T

O
U

R
IS

M



Out Of Doors  2  June 2007

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

OUT OF DOORS EDITOR
Chris Hesla

Box 7075 • Pierre, SD  57501
Phone 605-224-7524

South Dakota Wildlife Federation OUT OF DOORS is the
official monthly publication of the South Dakota Wildlife
Federation (SDWF), a private, non-profit statewide organization
of affiliated organizations and individuals incorporated under
South Dakota laws. Subscription to this publication is through
membership in the SDWF or direct contact with the SDWF, PO
Box 7075, Pierre, SD 57501. All communications regarding
advertising, editorial, circulation and SDWF matters may be
sent to SDWF OUT OF DOORS, PO Box 7075, Pierre, South
Dakota 57501. Permission to reprint articles normally given
providing proper credit is given the publication and author.
Views expressed by free lance writers are their own and do not
necessarily express those of the publication or the SDWF.

USPS 503-320
ISSN 0883-6809

Printed by Curt Merriman Printing, Inc.
P.O. Box 1046, 306 S. Coteau, Pierre, SD 57501

Subscription Rate - $10.00 per year
or with membership in SDWF

Individual members devote approximately 40 cents
of their annual dues for each copy of the newspaper.

Entered as Periodicals Postage Paid at Pierre, SD 57501
POSTMASTER: Send address changes

SDWF, Box 7075, Pierre, SD 57501

2005-2006 SDWF
OFFICERS & DIRECTORS

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Chris Hesla Phone
Box 7075, Pierre, SD 57501 605-224-7524
E-Mail: sdwf@mncomm.com

PRESIDENT
Jeff Albrecht
131 58th Ave., Brookings, SD 57006 693-3672

VICE PRESIDENTS
Region 1 - Reick Eske, Warner, SD 57479 229-1743
Region 2 - Dennis Skoog

15377 479 Ave., Milbank, SD 57252 432-4385
Region 3 - Lanny Thomas

1060 Colorado Ave. SW, Huron, SD 57350 352-0595

DIRECTORS
DISTRICT 1 - Paul Vinatieri

516 South St., Rapid City, SD 57701 348-3846
DISTRICT 2 - Norman Buxcel

RR1, Box, 8, Okaton, SD 57562 843-2100
DISTRICT 3 - Marc McClellan

PO Box 189, Mobridge, SD 57601 845-3034
DISTRICT 4 - Tom Putzier

6324 Country Lane, Aberdeen, SD 57401 225-6600
DISTRICT 5 - Lynn Johnson

44440 164th St., Florence, SD 57235-5614 758-2359
DISTRICT 6 - Bill Antinodes, Aberdeen, SD
DISTRICT 7 - Ross Jensen

605 Wisconsin, Huron, SD 57350 352-0604
DISTRICT 8 - Jerry Lulewicz

915 West 7th, Mitchell, SD 57301 996-4750
DISTRICT 9 - Jan Nicolay

Chester, SD 57016 334-2201
DISTRICT 10 - Lori Goldade, Aberdeen, SD 57401
DIRECTOR AT LARGE (Appointed)
WEST RIVER - Harvey Malon

635 Westwind, Rapid City, SD 57702
WEST RIVER - Heather Morijah

Rapid City, SD 57701
EAST RIVER - Randy Johnson

302 28ST NW, Watertown, SD 57201
EAST RIVER - Allan Johnson

Box 23, Hecla, SD 57446 994-2283

For All Your Advertising Needs Call:605-224-7524 or Send To: Out of Doors • P.O. Box 7075 • Pierre, South Dakota 57501

SECRETARY-TREASURER - Bob Jacobson
P.O. Box 297, Garretson, SD 57030 594-6484

PAST PRESIDENT - Charles Rokusek
5208 W. Emmitt Circle, Sioux Falls, SD 57107362-9827

DELEGATE TO NATIONAL WILDLIFE FEDERATION
Jeff Albrecht

131 58th Ave., Brookings, SD 57006 693-3672
Chris Hesla

Box 361, Pierre, SD 57501 224-7524
NATIONAL WILDLIFE FEDERATION CHAIRMAN

Brian Pritchard, Colorado
NATIONAL WILDLIFE FEDERATION PRESIDENT

NATIONAL WILDLIFE FEDERATION
REGION NINE DIRECTOR

Gene Oglesby 402-476-3434
650 J Street #400
Lincoln, NE 68508
bkwgto@aol.com

NATIONAL WILDLIFE FEDERATION
REGIONAL ORGANIZER

Land Tawny 406-721-6705
240 N Higgins, Ste 2, Missoula, MT 59802

SOUTH DAKOTA WILDLIFE FEDERATION
YOUTH CAMP DIRECTOR

Mike McKernan
612 S. Garfield, Murdo, SD 57559 669-2829

Presidents Column by Jeff Albrecht

...Continued on page 6

Executive Director’s Update by Chris Hesla

...Continued on page 5

As stated on the front page, the new Farm Bill in congress
right now is the single most important congressional bill
that affects the quality of wildlife and habitats in South Da-
kota. Without strong conservation programs included in the
Bill, private landowners are forced to produce on their lands,
and here in South Dakota that may mean corn fence-row to
fence-row with very little habitat left for wildlife.

I urge every member of SDWF to contact their congres-
sional delegation and ask them to support the following pro-
visions in the current Farm Bill talks;

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)

Reauthorize USDA’s most successful conservation program
and ensure the competitive viability of the program. Over-
all, CRP acreage should expand to 45 million acres.

Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP)

Increase America’s number one wetlands restoration pro-
gram to 300,000 acres per year to improve wetlands conser-
vation, mitigate wetlands loss, provide migratory bird and
fisheries habitat and improve water quality.

Grasslands Reserve Program (GRP)

Increase GRP to 2 million acres per year. Require that a
minimum of 60 percent of the agreements are long term ease-
ments of 30 years or more. Provide incentives for large tract
non cropland native grasslands.

Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP)

Gradually increase the WHIP funding from $100 million to
$300 million over the course of the 2007 Farm Bill with a
significant portion of new funds targeted for aquatic restora-
tion activities, including instream habitat improvement
projects. Enhance conservation partnerships and program
benefits by incorporating the assistance of states, munici-
palities and non-government organizations to deliver and
manage WHIP.

Access

Include a provision based upon “Open Fields” legislation,
S.548/H.R.1351 in 109th Congress, to provide $20 million
per year in grants to fund state-managed voluntary access
programs. Program funds shall be used to enhance wildlife
management and improve recreational opportunities on land
enrolled in farm bill conservation programs.

Forestry

Increase technical, education, and outreach to forest land-
owners through existing programs such as the Forest Stew-
ardship Program and others that provide much needed fund-
ing for cost-sharing of forest management practices on pri-
vate lands. This will enhance management for fish and wild-
life habitat, air and water quality, recreation and timber pro-
duction. Increase funding for the Healthy Forests Reserve

I urge every member of
SDWF to contact their

congressional delegation
and ask them to

support the following
provisions in the

current Farm Bill talks.

It’s hard to believe another year at SDWF has nearly passed.
The dog days of August will soon be upon us yet it only
being July and things are terribly hot and dry makes me
believe that July also has dog days.

As the year winds down the SDWF is challenged with a
couple of activities that we could use everyone’s help with.
August 1-11 the Federation will be in Rapid City, SD at the
Black Hills Harley Davidson showroom. We will have the
Rooster Special on display to promote the sale of raffle tick-
ets. This is an important venture for us and we can use all of
the affiliates and members help in selling these tickets. If
you are planning to attend the Rally we can use help man-
ning our booth. We have limited lodging accommodations
but will do what we can to procure a place to rest your weary
head after a hard day of selling tickets. If you are planning
on traveling to the rally, please consider taking some time to
help the SDWF make this a successful endeavor. If you would
be willing to help out please contact Executive Director Hesla
and let him know when you would be available to help.

A special thanks to Ken Schroeder for making the arrange-
ments with the Black Hills Harley Folks and to the Black
Hills Harley for providing a spot for us.

Shortly after the Rally Beadle County Sportsmen will be
hosting this year’s annual meeting in Huron. If you have
never attended one of the annual meetings please take a

moment and consider attending. The Beadle County folks
are notorious for serving some tremendous steaks at their
clubhouse. I don’t know if they have steaks on the menu but
I would bet sometime during the weekend you will be served
a steak second to none. This years event is scheduled for
August 25 and 26. Saturday evening is the fundraiser auc-
tion which invariably will have something of interest for
everyone. It seems like there is an owl that usually generates
a bickering of bids from several of the longtime members. I
am not sure the history of this lovely specimen but I have to
believe that there is some sort of wacky history behind the
hot bidding action.

Again if you have never attended please consider taking the
time you may find it a lasting experience. I remember my
first annual meeting and the opportunities that I have been
provided since becoming involved. My involvement is a
small price to pay for the enjoyment that I receive from all
of the resources in our great state. You will meet some great
individuals who have a very strong desire to protect and pro-
vide our valuable resources for future generations.

I hope to see you at either one or both of these events. Why is
your involvement important? I have written a short article about
my Grandsons first camping experience. Without our youth’s
involvement the future of our resources are in jeopardy.

August 1-11 the Federation
will be in Rapid City, SD at

the Black Hills Harley
Davidson showroom. We

will have the Rooster
Special on display to

promote the sale of raffle
tickets. This is an

important venture for us
and we can use all of the

affiliates and members
help in selling these

tickets. If you are
planning to attend the
Rally we can use help

manning our booth.
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Bittersweet
  by Land Tawney — NWF Regional Orgaizer, Missoula, MT
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PIERRE, S.D.—The S.D. Game, Fish and Parks Commis-
sion finalized the Black Hills deer season at its June meet-
ing in Pierre, eliminating the “two-point” provision and di-
recting the GFP staff to embark on an education program to
explain the change to hunters.

Last year, the department offered 5,500 resident and 440
nonresident “any buck with two points or more and any
antlerless deer” licenses. The commission’s action means
that in 2007 the department will have available 500 resi-
dent and 40 nonresident “any deer” licenses and 5,000 resi-
dent and 400 nonresident “any whitetail deer” licenses.

An additional 2,750 resident and 220 nonresident antlerless
licenses will also be offered in 2007. A similar number of
antlerless tags were offered in 2006.

GFP staff advised the commission to eliminate the two-point
provision even though it was popular with some hunters
and credited as a reason why the deer populations in the
Black Hills have made a comeback.

George Vandel, assistant Wildlife Division director, ex-
plained to the commission that the two-point provision was
one of many changes made about 10 years ago when the
Black Hills deer season was overhauled. “We made that
change in negotiation with hunters and sportsmen’s groups,”
Vandel said, “but we made it clear at the time that one day
the two-point rule would need to be eliminated.”

GFP personnel in the Black Hills estimate that the two-point
rule does not protect very many deer. According to informa-
tion provided to the commission, the rule protects about 10
percent of bucks who “spike” in their first year. Another 70
percent develop “fork horns” in their first year with 20 per-
cent developing “basket racks.”

“Protecting deer that fail to produce a forked antler in their
first year as an adolescent buck is counterproductive to man-
aging the Black Hills for buck quality,” said game program
administrator Tony Leif. “Our hunters have repeatedly told
us they want the opportunity to harvest nice bucks in the
Black Hills.”

Vandel told the commission that there’s no biological basis
for the two point rule, noting that deer herds have made a
comeback in the Black Hills because of harvest restrictions
and limited licenses. If the rule is eliminated, Vandel said,
“They’re not going to see any difference in the deer herd.”

The 2007 Black Hills deer hunting season will run from Nov.
1 to Nov. 30.

At the meeting the commission also finalized the West River
deer season with small adjustments in the number of tags
issued in six units that resulted in no change in the number
of resident tags to be issued in 2007. The West River season
will run from Nov. 3 to Nov. 6 and Nov. 19 to Nov. 25 in
Gregory and Mellette counties; from Nov. 3 to Nov. 25 in
Dewey, Ziebach and Corson counties; and from Nov. 10 to
Nov. 25 in all other units. Antlerless tags may be filled from
Nov. 26 to Dec. 2 and from Jan. 1 to Jan. 9, 2008.

Black Hills, West River Deer Seasons Finalized

Protecting deer that fail to
produce a forked antler in
their first year as an
adolescent buck is
counterproductive to
managing the Black Hills
for buck quality.
Our hunters have
repeatedly told us they
want the opportunity to
harvest nice bucks in the
Black Hills.

For more than two and
a half years I have had
the great opportunity
of traveling to South
Dakota and working
with dedicated indi-
viduals on behalf of

conservation at a local, state and national level. From Farm
Bill conservation to the Grasslands Wilderness Proposal to
Global Warming and much more, South Dakota Wildlife
Federation (SDWF) continues to be the strongest hunter/
angler grassroots organization in the state. “I admire the
man and woman who take the next step, not those who theo-
rize about the 200th.” SDWF must carry on and take the
appropriate steps to become and even stronger, more effec-
tive organization. I have full confidence in Chris and the
board to do just that.

Life is full of steps and I myself have embarked on a new
path. I will continue working with the National Wildlife
Federation but in a different capacity as the Senior Man-
ager for the Sportsmen for Sensible Mining Campaign.
That’s a fancy way of saying that I am running a national
hunter/angler campaign involving the National Wildlife
Federation, Trout Unlimited and the Theodore Roosevelt
Conservation Partnership to revise the 1872 Mining Act.
This is a great opportunity for me to continue to live in
Montana, yet contribute at a national level.

It’s hard to believe that after 135 years, hard rock mining
companies continue to claim federal land for five dollars or
less per acre as they did in the 1870’s, avoid paying any
royalties, pollute the nation’s waterways with mining waste,

and have no real obligation to clean up their mess. Our natu-
ral resources are there for us to use in a sensible manner. I
take to heart the wisdom of Theodore Roosevelt, “There can
be no greater issue than that of conservation in this country!
The conservation of wildlife and our natural resources are
essentially democratic in spirit, purpose and method.” Con-
gress is moving. The new House Natural Resource Com-
mittee Chairman, Rep. Nick Rahall-D (WV), has introduced
a bill calling for sensible reform of the 1872 Mining Act.
Senate Majority Leader, Harry Reid-D (NV), son of a miner
from a major mining state, has indicated his interest in work-
ing with Rep. Rahall on sensible reform. We have a fighting
chance to revise this relic of the past. I look forward to work-
ing with all of you to make sure that another year doesn’t
pass with a 21st-century mining industry being regulated by
19th-century laws.

My work has always centered on relationships. Whether it
was my first lobby day at the state capitol, gambling at Dead-
wood, visits to the proposed wilderness at Red Shirt, shoot-
ing ring necks in more places than I want to admit, or late
night policy discussions, I cherish my times in South Da-
kota and thank you all for showing this Montana native the
tempered hospitality of the great prairie.

As I embark on my new position, with all of its challenges
and opportunities, I hold my memories tight and look for-
ward to many more. Look me up if you are ever in Montana
- I know a few places to wet a line and chase critters.

Onward and Upward,
Land
tawney@nwf.org, (406)370-3243

My work has always
centered on relationships.
Whether it was my first
lobby day at the state
capitol, gambling at
Deadwood, visits to the
proposed wilderness at
Red Shirt, shooting ring
necks in more places than
I want to admit, or late
night policy discussions, I
cherish my times in South
Dakota and thank you all
for showing this
Montana native the
tempered hospitality of
the great prairie.



Out Of Doors  4  June 2007

PIERRE, S.D.—Anglers are reminded that July 1 marks a
change to temporarily eliminate the minimum size limits on
Lakes Sharpe and Francis Case and on the Missouri River
below Fort Randall Dam downstream to the South Dakota/
Nebraska border.

The 15-inch minimum size limit will go back into effect on
Sept. 1.

The change in minimum size limits allows the harvest of
smaller walleyes. “In July and August, fishing pressure on
those areas of the Missouri River isn’t typically as heavy,”
said Jim Riis, Missouri River fisheries program manager.
“With the lower fishing pressure, dropping the minimum
size limit for two months won’t significantly reduce the
number of walleyes.”

Anglers are more apt to land walleyes longer than the 15-
inch minimum during the spring and fall but fish longer than
15 inches can be hard to find during the summer. Removing
the minimum length limit allows anglers the opportunity to
harvest a few walleyes on each fishing trip during a time of
the year when harvest generally isn’t very high, Riis ex-
plained. “Maintaining the quality of the fishery has to be
balanced with allowing anglers the opportunity to harvest
fish during a day on the water,” he said.

Removing the minimums for two months during the heat of
the summer is also good stewardship of the resource. “Dur-
ing those months the water is warmer and fish are deeper,”
Riis said. “Removing the minimum length limit allows an-

2006 Big Game
Harvest
Projections
Report Available
PIERRE — South Dakota’s big game harvest projections
from 2006 seasons are now available online at http://
www.sdgfp.info/Wildlife/hunting/Harvest/Projections.htm.

S.D. Game, Fish and Parks Department Game Harvest Sur-
vey Coordinator Corey Huxoll said the complete report,
which includes unit-specific harvest information, has been
completed from survey cards which are mailed to randomly-
selected hunters at the conclusion of each season. The re-
port, which summarizes harvest information from all 2006
big game seasons, has been separated into sections to facili-
tate access by hunters and other interested parties.

“The complete report holds a lot of information, and was
initially developed for use only by state game managers,”
Huxoll said. “It has been developed on an annual basis for
quite a few years, but until a few years ago, was not pub-
lished on the Web.  Since making the report available through
the Web, we have had a marked increase in requests, indicat-
ing that hunters have found the information useful as well.”

The information in the report is available through the efforts
of hunters and Game, Fish and Parks personnel. “The report
certainly could not be produced without the input from liter-
ally tens of thousands of hunters,” Huxoll noted. “The re-
port provides vital information used by our game managers
to make decisions related to setting season regulations as
well as evaluating past hunting seasons.”

glers to keep smaller, deep-hooked walleyes that might not
otherwise survive.”

Anglers often ask why the minimum length limit can’t be
removed in June as well. According to Riis, late May and
June represent the times when the walleye harvest is at its
peak. Without minimum length limits in place, more wall-
eyes would be harvested than those lakes could sustain on
an annual basis. “The minimum length limit is a safeguard
on the walleye population at a time of year when fishing
pressure can be excessive,” Riis said.

While the minimum length limit has been lifted, anglers are
reminded that the regulation allowing only one walleye over
20 inches in length on a daily basis is in effect year-round on
Lakes Sharpe and Francis Case and on the Missouri River
below Fort Randall Dam downstream to the South Dakota/
Nebraska border. The daily walleye limit in those areas is
four with a possession limit of eight.

On Lake Oahe, walleye regulations remain the same year-
round. The daily limit is four with a possession limit of eight.
Anglers are allowed one walleye over 20 inches within the
daily limit.

Riis advises anglers who reach their limit of walleye to try
for other sport fish such as smallmouth bass and channel
catfish. Smallmouth bass length limits on Lake Sharpe are
in effect year-round with anglers allowed to keep bass less
than 12 inches long or 18 inches or longer. Of those fish,
only one in the daily limit may be longer than 18 inches.

Some Walleye Regulations Change on July 1
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PIERRE, S.D.—The Rapid City Outdoor Campus is still in
the early planning stages, but the work has already begun on
ensuring that it’s well-stocked.

The campus, a project of the Wildlife Division of the S.D.
Game, Fish and Parks Department, recently received $1,000
worth of equipment from the S.D. Conservation Officer As-
sociation. The equipment was presented to the GFP Com-
mission at its June meeting in Pierre by C.O. Association
representative Casey Griffith of Onida.

The money was raised through the sale of raffle tickets that had
a top prize of a buffalo hunt on the Turner Ranch. The raffle, a
fundraiser to enhance an existing scholarship presented by the
association, was set up with a series of incentives available to
the C.O.s and their agents who sold the tickets.

When the raffle was complete, $600 worth of incentives were
donated back to the association. An addition $100 Cabela’s gift
card came from a C.O. who had received it from an out-of-state
hunter but believed that he could not accept such a gratuity.

Purchases for the Rapid City Outdoor Campus were made
during a Cabela’s promotion that offered discounts to law
enforcement and emergency services personnel. Conse-
quently, $700 worth of donations resulted in $1,000 worth
of equipment for the campus.

The C.O.s made their purchases based on recommendations
from the Sioux Falls Outdoor Campus and the Rapid City
GFP staff. The donation included:

• Five BB/pellet gun combinations.
• 12,000 BBs.
• 14 fishing rods.
• Two nine-quart Dutch ovens.
• Two pop-up hunting blinds.
• Two turkey decoys.

Conservation
Officers Donate to
New Outdoor Campus
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The report certainly
could not be produced
without the input from

literally tens of
thousands of hunters. The

report provides vital
information used by our

game managers to make
decisions related to

setting season
regulations as well as

evaluating past hunting
seasons.

In July and August, fishing
pressure on those areas

of the Missouri River isn’t
typically as heavy. With

the lower fishing
pressure, dropping the
minimum size limit for

two months won’t
significantly reduce the

number of walleyes.

Removing the minimum
length limit allows

anglers to keep smaller,
deep-hooked walleyes

that might not otherwise
survive.
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ship, planting ecologically important tree species, management.

Farm Bill Conservation Programming understory vegeta-
tion, and promoting stand regeneration through burning and
thinning.

• Replaced old culverts on logging roads making forests more
accessible for management and outdoor recreation while
improving water quality and fish habitat.

• Reduced risks of wildfire and disease while improving tim-
ber quality and profitability to protect forest owner invest-
ments and vital wildlife habitat.

• Restored tens of thousands of acres of longleaf pine eco-
system and 34,000 acres of endangered bottomland hard-
wood ecosystem promoting healthy forests.

• Managed forests provide two-thirds of the nation’s drink-
ing water and $230 billion in annual sales from U.S. paper
and wood manufacturing.

Challenge: The 2007 Farm Bill must recognize private for-
ests and their fish and wildlife resources as part of the rural
landscape, improve the effectiveness of programs for pri-
vate forest management and thereby promote sustainable pri-
vate forest conservation.

Improving Fish Habitat

The Farm Bill works to improve water quality and quantity
in our nation’s waterways. This is not only important for
fish, aquatic wildlife and their habitats, but for people as
well. The biological diversity of American’s aquatic habi-
tats is astonishing, while the ecological importance of water
supply and flood control are incalculable. Here are a few
Farm Bill success stories:

• Restored 2 million acres of wetlands and adjacent buffers,
cleaning our drinking water, creating fish habitat, and pro-
tecting our fragile estuaries.

• Conserved 170,000 miles of streams, reducing nutrient run-
off, preventing 450 tons of topsoil erosion and stabilizing
streambanks.

• Restored historical fish migrations and populations of

salmon and native trout by removing dams, providing fish
passage, and restoring streams that support actions identi-
fied in the National Fish Habitat Action Plan.

• Restored native seagrasses, coastal marshes and riparian
buffers improving marine ecosystem health and our quality
of life.

• More than 44 million anglers in America generate in ex-
cess of 1 million jobs and contribute $116 billion annually
to the US economy.

Challenge: The 2007 Farm Bill must continue to recognize
the benefits that conservation programs accrue toward our
nations’ goal of clean water and healthy fish habitat and
provide incentives to landowners to protect and improve
wetlands, streams and riparian habitats.

Controlling Invasive Species

The 2007 Farm Bill presents an opportunity to steer more
funding to the conservation of native species on agricul-
tural lands by controlling harmful invasive species. Here
are a few Farm Bill success stories:

•  Controlled invasive species that out-compete native plants
and animals, causing heavy losses in terrestrial, freshwater
and marine ecosystems.

• Improved rangelands by removing invasive plants increas-
ing agricultural grazing values and habitat quality.

• Managed invasive plants, diseases and pests found in for-
ests reducing infestations while improving timber quality
and ecosystem health.

• In the U.S. •invasive species cost Americans more than
$120 billion annually. The Asian longhorned beetle alone
threatens to devastate 48 million acres of forests from New
England to the Great Lakes and beyond.

Challenge: The 2007 Farm Bill must recognize that inva-
sive species are a primary threat to our agricultural, fish
and wildlife resources and greater attention is needed to
control and manage these increasing threats.

Program and modify HFRP to include options for perma-
nent easements.

Farm and Ranchland Protection Program (FRPP)

Reauthorize at $300 million per year. Allow transfer of wa-
ter rights on enrolled land consistent with state law. Allow
landowners the right to prohibit non cropland conversion
on land subject to the easement.

“Sodsaver” or Non-cropland Conversion

Any land that does not meet the definition of cropland, as
determined by the USDA/Farm Service Agency, converted
from non cropland status to cropland should be made ineli-
gible for any federal benefit, including but not limited to
price and income support payments, crop insurance, disas-
ter payments, conservation program enrollment, and FSA
farm loan benefits. To preserve its identity, non cropland
converted to cropland shall be reconstituted as a separate
farm by FSA.

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)

Reauthorize EQIP, increase allocation percentages for fish
and wildlife practices, and increase opportunities for pri-
vate forestland owners. Require that any water saved through
conservation practices remain instream or contribute to in-
creased groundwater flow.

Biofuels and Renewable Energy

Research and development funding should promote the next
generation of biofuels and renewable energy technology

based on sustainable polycultures that are consistent with
fish, wildlife, soil, nutrient management and water conser-
vation goals. Taxpayer investment in conservation and wild-
life gains accomplished during the past 20 years under farm
bill conservation programs should not be sacrificed or di-
minished.

Conservation Security Program (CSP)

Reauthorize CSP and ensure it provides increased measur-
able and consistent benefits for fish and wildlife conserva-
tion. CSP should require fish and wildlife habitat improve-
ment components for all program tiers and require that
NRCS engage federal and state fish and wildlife agencies
and non-government conservation organizations when de-
veloping fish and wildlife and habitat criteria and assess-
ments. CSP should enhance other USDA conservation pro-
grams and not replace or reduce their funding.

Conservation Compliance Sodbuster swampbuster compli-
ance should be linked to all federal farm program benefits
including crop insurance and disaster program eligibility. A
farm shall be ineligible to receive federal benefits for the
year noncompliance is discovered. Following year eligibil-
ity may be approved if noncompliance is rectified and res-
toration certified within 6 months of discovery.

Conservation Performance Measures

Identify and authorize specific mechanisms for tracking the
success of conservation measures.

Ex. Dir. Column . . . continued from page 2

Fish. Wildlife, and the Farm Bill . . . continued from page 1

The 2007 Farm Bill must
recognize that invasive
species are a primary
threat to our agricultural,
fish and wildlife
resources and greater
attention is needed to
control and manage these
increasing threats.

The 2007 Farm Bill must
continue to recognize the
benefits that conservation
programs accrue toward
our nations’ goal of clean
water and healthy fish
habitat and provide
incentives to landowners
to protect and improve
wetlands, streams and
riparian habitats.

The 2007 Farm Bill must
recognize private forests
and their fish and wildlife
resources as part of the
rural landscape, improve
the effectiveness of
programs for private
forest management and
thereby promote
sustainable private forest
conservation.

Research and
development funding
should promote the next
generation of biofuels and
renewable energy
technology based on
sustainable polycultures
that are consistent with
fish, wildlife, soil, nutrient
management and water
conservation goals.
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South Dakota Wildlife Federation Donors

Level I Pheasant- $50-$99 Henry Travers, SD Hank Highfield, IN Stan Wahl, SD
Duane Divich, TX Ken Maloney, MI Tom Stanages, SD John Kelly, SD
Jerry Nichols, IA Spencer Vaa, SD Gary Palmer, SD Paul Loos, MI
Joe Swenson, SD Dave Jacobson, SD David Bender, SD Pat Bowar, SD
Vern Anthony, SD Jack Lilly, CO Bruce D. Johnson, SD Robert Elbe, WI
John Morrison, NC Bill Streickland, SD Bankwest, SD Darrel Simon, SD
Charles Rokusek, SD Carl Kasischke, MI Dave Gilbert, SD Don Van Etten, SD
Michael Bonnet, IA Bob Bell, MN Terry Bagaus, MN Jon Johnson, SD
Greg Martinovich Michael Thomas, SD Jim Frybarger, NM Ken Cooper, MI
ME Christopherson, SC Jeffery Ketter, WI Roger Balster, SD Kim Bevers, SD
Brian Dressing, SD John Griffin, OK CJ Pedersen, NC Gail Dieleman, MN
BN Butler, VA Vern Anthony, SD Mark Jensen, SD John Larson, PA
HA Waldron, MA Robert Bathrick, MN Dan Goede, SD Dale Lian, ND
Jerry Worsham, WA Robert Wolff, MN Lewis Dellinger, AR Norbert Ponto, SD
Robert Knode, MD James Fink, MN Larry Livingston, CO Bill Wernsmann, VA
Louis Moody, VA Michael Marino, NY Jim Fischer, IA Irv Snyder, WI
James Stengle, OR William Matousek, SD Stan Smith, AK HJ Marlow, SD
Al Sundstrom, WI Jim Putnam, AL Bob Turner, IN Rev. Jack Koch, MN
Kurt Kraft, MI Neil Kelly, SD Larry Denison, VA Robert Kolze, IL
James Schmidt, SD Wade Warner, SD Herb Whetstine, MN Darold Moody, SD
Scott Underwood, SD J.E. Zajechowski, WI Bruce Ponto, SD Brian Burdick, MN
Rob Lippincott, TX Todd Hemple, SD Kerry Parcel, SD David Melby, SD
Mike Huss, IN Dave Larson, SD Todd Malachek, MN Kevin Bjordahl, SD
Phil Elder, MN Bert Darling, KS Joe Conroy, MN Jim Levich, IA
JR Schmidt, SD Arlie Klipstein, WI Patrick Smith, MI Duane Hatch, SD
Chester Nowaczyk, WI Don Burton, CO Rod Linton, IL John Ahrens, AK
William Smith IV, OH Jan Haukos, MN George Leser, FL John Dennis, NV
Bruce Scheurenbrand, CA Larry O’ Reilly, MO Gregg Styles, FL Tony Quail, SD
Edwin Anderson, SD Dennis Groffith, SD Clark Jensen, SD Doug Jones, SD
Fay Matsukage, CO 3M Corporation Mark Brown, VA Dale Lian, ND
Gary Garvey, OH Forrest Flint, MN Robert Metcalf, MN Dan Beil, IN
Hiddenwood Sportsmen’s Club, SDDale Holm, SD Darrell Humphries, SD W. Allen White III, VA
Joseph Mooring, Jr., NC JB Hodgdon, KS Ron Arneson, SD Fred Wentland, WI
Howard Falker, MI Judith Radtke, SD Mike Meyers, FL Harry Willmott, MN
Marlowe DePauw, SD Thomas Stanage, SD Kendall Burns, CA Myron Hagelstrom, MN
Robert Koletzky, S Mike Cummings, SD Bruce Grassman, MN Jerry Marry Hay, WI
O Larry Miller, SD Warren Jackson, SD Gary Cowles, AL Randy Bury, SD
Dana Ray, SD Jeff Zlonis, MN Mike Koranda, MN Land Tawney, MT
Loren Becker, MN Jim Gilbert,  CA Dana Chamberlain, KS Orv Smidt, SD
Dan Bell, IN Cecil Van Tuyl, TX James Ronfeldt, SD Jim Burma, Sr, SD
Darnel Higgins, SD Allen B. Brown, SD Jim Walker, ID Mark Freese, SD
Orv Smidt, SD Douglas Constantini, MI Danial Redifer, MI K Lynn Paul, SD
Charles Gageby, SD Robert Ochocki, CA Melvin Larson, MN Jerald Pedersen, SD
Ronald Gebhart, AK John Paulson, MN John Nelson, MN Terry Sampson, SD
Dale Holm, SD David Fast, OH Edward Penick, AR Alan Hewitt, SD
Greg Larson, SD Andrew O’Connell, MN Robert Kiesecoms, IL Glenn Lindroos, MN
Bubba Weisenburger, MI Jack Carney, IL John Koutsky, IL John Eisenhauer, MO
John Schmid, CO Tony Snaza, NY John Cooper, SD Robert Elsholtz, MN
Terry Donelan, SD Ken Northrup, SD Terry Triebwasser, SD Larry Kern, SD
Melvin Morris, SD Bill Tyler, SD Paul McCarlson, SD Earl Bohlen, SD
Steve Lowe, MI Phillip Pickart, SD Glenn Plumb, SD Roger Raethz, IL
Kurt Zuppke, MN Kirk Brown, CA Art Kraemer, WI Paul Martin, MN
Ray Thomas, TN Doug Noteboom, SD Larry Ottenbacher, SD Pat McGarry, SD
Phillip Wagner, SD Dave Allen, SD Murdean Olson, SD Kenneth Carroll, SD
Winter Bros. Underground, SD Larry Will, KS Howard Burns, SD Glen Bean, SD
Fred Anderson, MN Mel Morris, MI Larry Tyson, MN Carl Madsen, SD
Peter Prokop, MI Kim Bevers, SD Dr. Tom & Kris Ivey, SD Mike Dombroski, SD
John & Lorraine Clemens, MN Royce Madsen, SD Day Breitag, SD Glen Moravek, SD
Stan Murphy, SD Orv Smidt, SD Gregg Styles, MI Roman Jungers II, WI
Farmers State Bank, SD Brian Moberly, SD John Butterbrodt, MN Tom Roberts, SD
Ron Sather, SD Andy Bertnolli, FL James Hellebusch, MO Ray Hoheisel, MN
Gregg Hepper, SD Earle Crissman, SD Ron Rekstad, SD Lee Hennen, MN
Frederick Eichmiller, WI Kevin Fuesrt, SD Billy Strickland, SD Thomas Raney, KS
Walter Wolf, IL Landon B. Lane, NC Lee Jensen, SD Lewellyn Keller, MN
Larry Gremminger, TX

Level II Deer $100-$249 Dennis Eckert, SD Rich Andresen, SD David Schubauer, SD
John Simpson, SD Larry Mette, SD John Dunham, IL Jerome Loucks, AZ
Gerald Mohs, ND Tim Walter, MN Kurt Forman, SD Troy Ryan, MN
Dick Brown, SD Craig Frislie, SD Norm Neilan, SD Bob Schluter, MN
John Donavan, SD David Melby, MN Robert Bealka, WI Quentin Schultz, WI
Harry Bell III, MS Doug Hix, ID Dave Jacobson, SD Mel Adams, TN
Don Miller, MN Jerry Lulewicz, SD Ken Schroeder, SD Harvey Welch, IL
W. Harrold Boring, GA Harvey Malon, SD Jon Madland, SD Everett Buckner, AR
Donald Sattler, SD Virgil Johnson, SD Fred Garland, SD Ken Greenwood, OK
Mark Butterdrodt, SD Robert Foxworthy, KY Carl Brakebush, WI Larry Kieft, MI
Stuart Campbell, SD Mark Widman, SD Terry Schupp, AZ Ron Island, SD
Terry Mayes, SD Dan Jennings, SD George Heffron, CO Vic Toscano, SD
Rich Andresen, SD Donald Barton, KY Jim Dahlberg, SD William Hagen, MN
Carey Schave, SD David Eisenbeisz, CO Arnold Sattler, SD Fred C. Whiting, SD
Thomas Flesher III, OK Miles Gannon, IL Norm Buxcel, SD Robert Anderson, FL
Duane & Jane Seepaniak, SD Dean Fitzler, SD Jay Deboer, SD Ron Lindner, SD
Chuck & Ginger Scalet, SD John Dennis, NV Al Baker, MN Ron Harris, SD
Patrick Lyons, SD Curt Bisgard, SD Gary Hoscheid, SD Tim Rainey, MN
Carey Schave, SD Alan Brevik, SD Jim Schultz, TX Glen Stoller, CA
William Mudd, KY Carl Hall, KY Brian Wiswall, SD Stuart Cambell, SD
Grasslake Conservation Club, SD Lynn A. Johnson, SD David Melby, MN Kurt Forman, SD
Stuart R Campbell, SD Cy Haatvedt, SD Bill Honeycutt, MO Craig Connell, SD
Loyal Messerschmidt, SD Dennis Darrington, SD John Dillon, UT Stephen J Wheeler, SD
James LaMaack, CA Dan Roach, SD Steve Shoemaker, NE Ron Pesek, SD
Paul Langston, AR Bob Lutz, ID Tom Fell, AL Gary Wald, SD
Dale Wilms, CA Leigh McMasters, SD John Burrows, NV Pearl Baker, KY
Joe Pauletto, Jr., WA Steve Block, WA Daniel Huber, SC Roger Johnson, MN
Jeff Scherschlight, SD Kenton Eisenbeisz, SD Daniel O’Keefe, MN David Seaver, MI
Paul Erickson, SD Carl Brakebush, WI Howard Hanson, MN Roger Heedum, NE
Kenneth Halstrom, SD Larry Eisenbeisz, MN Curt Tesch, SD Bill Meyers, SD
Stuart Cambell, SD Darell Johnson, SD Dan Lewis, MN David Nordby, CA
Andrew Anderson, GA

Level III Elk $250-$499 C. Paul Vinatieri, SD Jan Nicolay, SD Ken Fielder, SD
29-90 Sportsmen’ s Club, SD Gary Huber, SD Herb McClellan, SD Frank Kocvara, NV
Whitetails Unlimited, SD Karl O. Lee, SD Mike Finnegan, SD Darren Hampton, MN
Brookings Wildlife Federation, SD Eric Johnson, MN Marlin Stammer, CA James Lemond, SD
Yankton Area Pheasants Forever, SD G. John Gilbertson, MN Kevin Randall, SD Mark Parr, SD
Manny Buzzell, TN Ilo Vanderboom, SD Roger Steinberg, MN Rich Widman, SD
Craig Stadtfeld, SD

Level IV Buffalo $500-$999 SD Walleyes Unlimited, SD James Worden II, MS Charles D. Hoffman, SD
Sporteman’s Club or Brown Co. Jeff Albrecht, SD Richard Dillon, MN Jeff Olsen, SD
Beadle Co. Sportsmans Club Dennis Hullinger, UT

Level V Eagle - $1000 and above Dakota Sportsmen Inc., SD High Plains Wildlife, SD Steve Roberts, MN
SD Chapter of NWTF, SD John Chapman, PA Gary Seeley, KS Kenneth Michalek, WA

These tax-deductible contributions will speak volumes for the future of the
SDWF’s Wildlife Legacy Council! Please consider your donation today.

Names in BOLD indicate that the Legacy Member has made their 2005 contribution to the SDWF Wildlife Legacy Council.
Names in ITALICS indicate that the Legacy Member has made their 2006 contribution to the SDWF Wildlife Legacy Council.

Names in ARIAL indicate that the Legacy Member has made their 2007 contribution to the SDWF Wildlife Legacy Council

Contributors

At the recent Winter Board Meeting the SDWF Board created the SDWF Wildlife Legacy Council. The Council was
created to allow recognition of the people who support SDWF above and beyond their membership and raffle donations.

Thank you to the following donors for their contributions to the SDWF. Please consider becoming a member of the
Wildlife Legacy Council. SDWF is a 501(c3) non-profit, all donations are tax deductible.

President’s Col.  continued from page 1

 Back in June my wife and I took our grandson on his first
camping trip. We made reservations at Lake Thompson Rec-
reation Area and off we went. It was so exciting to see the
excitement in Dylan’s greetings to everyone announcing
that he was going camping.

 Dylan helped pitch the tent and his excitement not dimin-
ishing. He was so excited to be camping. We pumped up
the air mattresses and spread out the sleeping bags. Grandma
and I wondering how the night was going to go or if we
were going to make a mid night run back home. We built a
campfire roasted marshmallows, built smores and turned in
for the night. In the wee hours of the night Dylan awoke
exclaiming how cold he was so he crawled into Grandma
and Grandpas bed to complete the nights rest.

 The next day when we asked Dylan if he wanted to spend
another night camping he was game for trying another night.
Our plans were to do some fishing on Saturday but strong
winds prevented us from taking Dylan out in the boat. He
was content to walk the beach and discover things new to
him. Digging in the sand and climbing on the bank stabili-
zation rock was right up his alley.

 The biggest disappointment of the weekend was the water
quality. With the strong south winds the shoreline was coat-
ing with a thick green goo of some sort of algae. It is unfor-
tunate that a park with the possibilities of Thompson does
not have better quality water. As the pea soup rolled in,
coating the beach you had to wonder why or if there is
something that can be done to eliminate this bloom.

 We did eventually launch the boat and spent some time
catching a few walleyes. Grandma told Dylan to pick a
spinner to catch a fish with. Of course he picked a very
large orange spinner that Grandma cynically laughed at yet
Dylan insisted and of course caught the first fish of the
day. We cleaned our catch and had to hose the green goo
off the boat and headed back to camp.

 Dylan enjoyed the campfire and had to do some more ex-
ploring on the beach. He hung in there for entire weekend.
Grandma and Grandpa enjoyed Dylan’s excitement and are
anxious to try it again. Take a moment to take a kid camp-
ing, you may not find anything more rewarding than to
share this great outdoor activity with someone.
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Whether you have never been on a camping trip or if you
are an active outdoor enthusiast who wants to pick up a
few new skills, you won’t want to miss the first-ever South
Dakota Outdoor Expo!

The SD Outdoor Expo will introduce thousands of fami-
lies and children to the outdoors. Through hands-on activi-
ties, children and families can learn how to shoot a gun,
cast a fishing line, cook over a campfire, attract birds and
wildlife and dozens of other outdoor activities! There will
be something for everyone and every skill level.

The SD Outdoor Expo will be held on May 17-18, 2008,
on the State Fairgrounds in Huron. The SD Outdoor Expo
is a free family event!

The Outdoor Expo will be divided into five major skill
areas:

• Camping and Outdoor Recreation

• Hunting and Wildlife

• Wildlife Management

• Shooting Sports

• Fishing and Aquatic Education

“Hunting, fishing and camping are some of the most popu-
lar pastimes in our state, but as our population becomes
increasingly diverse, we realize that many people have
never had the opportunities to learn these popular pastimes.
The SD Outdoor Expo is a perfect opportunity to learn about
hunting, fishing, camping and many other outdoor activi-
ties. I invite all families to mark the date now and then
make some great memories by attending the Outdoor
Expo,” said Jeff Vonk, Secretary of the South Dakota De-
partment of Game, Fish and Parks.

The founding agencies behind this event are the South
Dakota Department of Game, Fish and Parks, the South
Dakota State Fair, the South Dakota Department of Agri-
culture and the Weatherby Foundation, International. Sev-
eral other agencies and organizations from across the state
are involved in the planning of the event.

Major sponsors who have already committed to the SD Out-
door Expo are: the Weatherby Foundation, South Dakota
Chapter of the National Wild Turkey Federation, Spader’s
RV Center, and the SD Parks and Wildlife Foundation.

South Dakota Outdoor Expo Coming May 2008!

Hunting, fishing and
camping are some of the
most popular pastimes in
our state, but as our
population becomes
increasingly diverse, we
realize that many people
have never had the
opportunities to learn these
popular pastimes. The SD
Outdoor Expo is a perfect
opportunity to learn about
hunting, fishing, camping
and many other outdoor
activities.
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PIERRE, S.D.—The S.D. Game, Fish and Parks Commis-
sion approved the state’s third consecutive mountain lion
hunting season at its June meeting in Pierre. In the process,
commissioners and GFP staff were reminded that mountain
lions continue to spark keen interest in the citizens of South
Dakota.

A lengthy public hearing offered commissioners a wide va-
riety of opinions about the lions and the hunting season that
has been in place for the past two years. Those opinions
ranged from shutting down the season to protect the big cats
to shooting even more of the mountain lions.

Commissioners finalized a season that GFP personnel be-
lieve will be consistent with the department’s goal of main-
taining a sustainable mountain lion population in the Black
Hills. The 2007 season will run from Nov. 1 to Dec. 31 or
until 35 lions or 15 female lions are harvested. In 2006 the
season limits were 25 lions or eight females.

Another change in the 2007 is creation of one statewide unit
instead of using Black Hills and prairie units. GFP Secre-
tary Jeff Vonk explained that the department’s management

plan for lions does not extend beyond the Black Hills. “The
decision to go with a statewide season is, in essence, a deci-
sion to manage the lion population only in the Black Hills.”
Vonk said. “We are not going to manage beyond the Hills.”

Using a variety of methods, GFP estimates that the current
population of mountain lions in South Dakota is between
200 and 225. That population is estimated to include 15 to
25 adult males, 75 to 80 breeding females and 110 to 120
dependent young.

GFP estimates an annual recruitment of 62 to 66 lions into
the population with documented adult mortalities of 46 in
the Black Hills in 2006.

One indicator of the growing size of the mountain lion popu-
lation is the number of lions killed by other lions. GFP Game
Program Administrator Tony Leif said there were four docu-
mented cases of one cougar killing another in the previous
10 years. So far in 2007 there have been five such cases.
“It’s another indicator of the size of the mountain lion popu-
lation,” Leif said.

PIERRE, S.D. – Survey
information captured by
the S.D. Game, Fish and
Parks Department esti-
mates that 179,000 people
hunted upland game birds
in South Dakota in 2006.

“The vast majority of these
people were pheasant
hunters,” Corey Huxoll,
harvest survey coordinator
for GFP said. “We estimate
we had 80,000 resident
pheasant hunters and
98,000 nonresident pheas-
ant hunters.”

Huxoll said that the total
pheasant harvest for 2006
was just under 1.85 mil-
lion roosters compared to
1.95 million harvested in
2005. Nearly 300,000
pheasants were harvested
the opening weekend of
the 2006 season. The early
resident only pheasant
season, the weekend be-
fore the traditional pheas-
ant season opener, had just
under 25,000 hunters har-
vest 50,000 pheasants.

The pheasant population and the pheasant harvest for 2005
and 2006 remain the two highest seasons in the past 40 years,
according to Tom Kirschenmann, GFP upland game biologist.

“You need to go back to the early ’60s and the end of the Soil
Bank era for higher totals,” Kirschenmann said. “Habitat and
favorable weather conditions are obviously the keys to our
current population level. Conservation Reserve Program acres
have played an instrumental role in pushing our state’s pheas-
ant population to where it is today. Similar to the set aside
acres of the Soil Bank Program, CRP acres are critical sites
for nesting and brood-rearing. Coupled with habitat, the past
few years have also experienced open winters and favorable
weather conditions during the peak hatch, providing an ideal
environment for pheasants to be successful.”

Other upland game species have benefited from CRP, sharp-
tailed grouse and prairie chickens in particular. “The central

and northeast parts of the state are reporting some of the
highest grouse numbers in the past 15 to 20 years,”
Kirschenmann said. “It’s not surprising that a large portion
of those reports come from areas where CRP has provided
additional undisturbed nesting habitat needed by many of
our upland game species.”

Hunter surveys also indicate that other upland game bird
seasons did well in 2006.

• The grouse season had 8,000 residents and 6,000 nonresi-
dents hunt, with a harvest of 41,000 grouse.

• There were 2,600 resident partridge hunters and 2,000 non-
residents with a harvest of 9,000 birds.

• There were about 600 resident quail hunters and 1,200 non-
residents with a harvest of 1,800 quail.

Without the assistance of hunters reporting their activity
through harvest surveys, the department would not be able
to track this valuable information. “For upland game, this
survey data is extremely important and useful as it is used to
estimate the fall harvest and hunter distribution, as well as
determining preseason populations,” Kirschenmann said.

Not all hunters are surveyed.  Twelve percent of license hold-
ers are randomly selected for the upland game survey por-
tion, which can be completed online or by filling out the
survey and mailing it in.  It only takes a few minutes to com-
plete the survey and the department encourages every sur-
vey recipient to fill it out and submit the information.

Most small game hunting season dates will be similar to those
available in 2006. One change will combine the two pheas-
ant units so there is one uniform statewide regular season.
Another change concerns the date when the starting time for
hunting changes from noon to 10 a.m. Traditionally this was
on the Sunday when Daylight Saving Time ends and it has
been changed to the fourth Saturday in October, which is
Oct. 27 in 2007.

Small game hunting seasons in 2007 will be:

• Youth pheasant: Oct. 6-8.
• Resident only pheasant: Oct. 13-15.
• Traditional pheasant: Oct. 20 – Jan. 6.
• Grouse: Sept. 15 – Jan. 6.
• Gray partridge: Sept. 15 – Jan. 6.
• Quail: Oct. 20 – Jan. 6.
• Cottontail rabbit: Sept. 1 – Feb. 29.
• Tree squirrel: Sept. 1 – Feb. 29.
• Mourning dove: Sept. 1 – Oct. 30.
• Common snipe: Sept. 1 – Oct. 31.
• Sandhill crane: Sept. 22 – Nov. 18.

 Birds, Hunters Plentiful in South Dakota

Third Mountain Lion Season Approved
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Habitat and favorable
weather conditions are

obviously the keys to our
current population level.

Coupled with habitat, the
past few years have also

experienced open
winters and favorable

weather conditions
during the peak hatch,

providing an ideal
environment for
pheasants to be

successful.

The decision to go with a
statewide season is, in
essence, a decision to

manage the lion
population only in the

Black Hills. We are not
going to manage beyond

the Hills.


